A Memorandum

U.S. Department
Of Transportation

Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration

Subject:  Enforcement of Motor Carriers’ Date: AUG 26 2R
Self-Certification of Compliance with the IR
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards

From: \&ngw’e&\)

Associate Administrator for
Enforcement and Program Delivery

In Reply Refer To. MC-ECE

To: Field Administrators
Division Administrators

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide policy guidance to increase highway safety by
ensuring that all commercial motor vehicles (CMV) are certified by the vehicle manufacturer or
registered importer as complying with all applicable Motor Vehicle Safety Standards in effect at
the time of manufacture. This policy is summarized in table format in Attachment 1.

In particular. and in anticipation of the United States (U.S.) and Mexica final izing NAFTA long-
haul cross border operations, Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations requires both Mexico-
domiciled carriers applying for authority (Form OP-1(MX)) to operate beyond U.S.
municipalities and commercial zones on the U.S.-Mexico border as well as Mexico-domiciled
carriers applying for a certificate of registration (Form OP-2) to operate in munici palities or
commercial zones on the border, to certify, as part of the application process, that they are in
compliance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs), the Hazardous
Materials Regulations, and the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS). 1f FMCSA
or State inspectors determine through vehicle inspections or during a pre-authority safety audit
that Mexico-domiciled motor carriers are operating vehicles not in compliance with the
applicable Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, FMCSA may use this information to deny, suspend
or revoke a carrier's operating authority or certificate of registration for making a false
certification or issue appropriate penalties for the falsification.

CMV's manufactured to meet United States or Canadian safety standards, and displaying a
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) that meets National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s (NHTSA) or Canada’s requirements, are considered to be in compliance. In
addition, FMCSA determined, based on information from the Truck Manufacturers Association
(TMA). that most model year 1996 and later CMVs manufactured in Mexico meet the FMVSS
regardless of whether the vehicle bears FMVSS certification labels. For vehicles which do ne,
have certification labels, it has been determined that enforcement officials should defer to the
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VIN on a plate or plates in various locations on the vehicle. The VIN will assist the inspectors in
determining what year the vehicle was manufactured to determine compliance with the FMVSS
or Canadian Motor Vehicle Safety Standards ( CMVSS). Attachment 2 provides a sample VIN
plate, including instructions on how to read the VIN to determine year of manufacture.

No adversc action will be taken against vehicles operated by Mexico-domiciled motor carricrs
with labels certifying compliance with the CMVSS in effect at the time of manufacture. With
only a few differences, the Canadian motor vehicle safety standards are identical to the U.S.
manufacturing performance standards (the FMVSS), and FMCSA’s operating regulations
incorporate the FMVSS critical to continued safe operation.

Regardless of whether a vehicle has a certification label, vehicles with violations of the FMCSRs
that are serious enough to meet the current out-of-service criteria are to be placed out of service.
FMCSA will continue to impose civil penalties for violations of Part 393 of the FMCSRs
concerning parts and accessories necessary for safe operation, including regulations that cross-
reference the FMVSS. For your convenience, we have included the attached chart (see
Attachment 3) which cross references the FMCSRs with the FMVSS.

The Office of Enforcement and Compliance is working with the Office of Information Systems
to establish system requirements and operational procedures for implementing the policy This
policy will become effective when these guidelines have been established and modificatic”

the appropriate software and Motor Carrier Management Information System have been
completed. Further guidance will be forthcoming. -

I encourage you to work closely with your State Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program
(MCSAP) partners as we implement this policy. If you have questions or need additional
information, please contact Mary Pat Woodman at marypat.woodman(@ fmesa.dot.gov or by
(202) 366-6333.

Attachments



Attachment 1

FMCSA’s FMVSS CERTIFICATION LABEL POLICY

Motor Carriers Applicable Vehicle Certification Label Exceptions for
Safety Requirements | Requirements Displaying Labels

U.S. — Based Motor All CMV's must Vehicles usually VIN that meets

Carriers comply with the display FMVSS NHTSA rule for VINs
FMCSRs, including certification label. is acceptable. Also,
all FMVSSs that are State-issued VIN is

cross-referenced in
Part 393, concerning
vehicle equipment and

acceptable provided
the vehicle is
registered in a State.

components.
Canada — Based All CMVs must Vehicles usually VIN that meets
Motor Carriers. comply with the display either an NHTSA rule for VINs
FMCSRs, including FMVSS certification | is acceptable. VIN
all FMVSSs that are label OR a CMVSS that meets Transport
cross-referenced in certification label. Canada’s rule for
Part 393, concerning VINs is acceptable.
vehicle equipment and
components.
Mexico-Based Motor | All CMVs must Vehicles may display | For vehicles of model
Carriers Operating comply with the either an FMVSS year 1996 or later, a
Within the FMCSRs, including certification label OR | VIN that meets
Commercial Zone. all FMVSSs that are | a CMVSS NHTSA rule for VINs
cross-referenced in certification label. is acceptable. VIN
Part 393, concerning that meets Transport
Mexico-Based Motor | vehicle equipment and Canada’s rule for
Carriers Operating components. VINs is acceptable.
Beyond the
Commercial Zone. Any vehicles from
earlier model years
should not be
considered to meet the
FMVSS or CMVSS

unless there is a
certification label.




€0L9-194-008-1 « 2165-SvY (91p)
14 SRS INFND DN TV 'SINAUIS ONY S1INGBYA RNVINIA HOO TIV KO NOUYWHDANI Y04

SN Y

HINQ STM SIDIYDA BLY BIBLM SDIDIIPUI IDIIDIYD
Aoy = 7 on vSN =6:
Aubuiisg =pp ==  ysn =p =
WA= S M coxew =¢ i
D3IOY 'S = M KN PPOUD) =7 IS
uodor= r KB  vsSn = L=
WM 48ytiuap] Ja1nNPDNUDY PLHOM

(NIA) JoquInN uoyodyUBP| BPIYIA

¢ WIWHDIYLLH




{

9JNJONNS pue-juoI4

S]9A8] 6SI0U JOUBIUI BOIYSA ¥6'£6¢
.............. leq jo auy aspuejs ‘'sesng| 06 £6¢
uono8}01d BulEALP ‘sasng om.mww
(86/52/1 ybnouy) £5/4/1 WoJ} pjui SJaliBl) Joj) Spieng 1edu| Jeey 98'c6E
10014 ¥8'£6¢
swosAg isneyx3|  €8°¢6E
Si8jeaH LLE6E
Syueg jedesig|  9.'¢6E
_ suonessdo Aememol-AemesaLIp ‘Spoyiaw Buimo) pue ssdimap Bujdnon 14°C6¢
suonesado kememol-Aemesalp Joj 1deoxs ‘spoyjew Buime; pue sedmep Buidne) 01°C6E
swasdg |eny  G9'C6E
SPIBpUE)S UOISSILIT BSION JOLLIBD) JOJOW Sieisialu) upm eoueldwod] GzE Heg
UL  MSOWA
SSAN Ul peIUaIB}BI-68042 JOU BJE JBI SUSIN L

Aubajuy 1euiglu0) jen4 seg) [einjeN passaidwos $0¢
sjeuele Jouajul Jo Ajqe e 20¢
swaysAg juiensey pIyD €1z
(sasnq Jou ‘syony) sueuodwor UOHUBIRY 100(} PUE S¥00 J00Q Q02
uawaoeldsi() presussy joRu0) Buues)s $02
SLWBISAS JOJUOD) 10}R1B1800Y vzl
wa)shs yoje) pooy -~ £ii
swejsAg Buiysep pue Buidip pjaiyspuipm vl
sweyshg Buibbojeq pue Bupsoyeq piawSpUIA £04
19843 buiyesg "Yoopsjul 18uelg 'bag JeneT yS uoisSIUSURI| 201
sKejdsiq pue sjonued 104
ol SSAWH
. sesng pue syoniy 0 ejqedjjddy spiepuEls AJejes AN a0l
sasiAeq Buuiep 6zl (seibuen Bupuepn) uswdinb3 Asusbrowy  g6'cee

sebeioyouy Ajquiassy yjeg jBeg ¥4 "

Sejqluessy jag 188g 602 “

uoHI804d yserD uedndoQ 802 M
swa)sig Bupeag 02 sabeioyoue AiGWBSSe J|aq 18as pue 'Sal|quUesSe }j8q 86S SI1BES| €6 CBE
85E6|8Y pue uonualey Mopuips pus syx3 Lousbiew3 sng FA %4 si00p Aouabiawe Bupjpew ‘sesng Z6'€HE
(86/92/) 1) uonosloud joedw| Jjeay ‘SpIENS oEdW] Je8y P2z €2 uojoejosd pus seas pue spienb oedwi Jeey  9g9°cee
SICLIN MalAIedY b SICMI VOISIA-IBON| 08'E6E

sie)) 18busssed uell Jayi0 SSIYSA JOJOW 10j Sy pue ILIRETIYCTT 0zt . R
T [Buipeo] sien 18Busssed uey] JBUID SEIDIUSA 10} Seil) onBwnaug MmN 811 san} Gl £

85869y pue UoRUB)8Y] MOPUIAA pue siXJ Aoueblew sng 12 _ Bunpep ‘smopuipy| €gEee
95819y pue uojjueley MOPUIAA pue siixg KousBlawg sng 21z UOIIINIISUCT MOPUIAA LO'E6E
sjienaiey Burzen 502 sbuuado peyosds ui buizelo.  09'eee|
sweshg syeig nesphy ‘swaiskg aXeig Y. 1zl 'S0 SWwajshg ayeig ¥o0NUY'  GGEEE
sluaisAg ayelq ofnesphy ‘sweiskg axeig iy 1z S04 Si0jedlpul juswysnipy ejelg pue s.ejsnipy exeig oEWOINY| €5 CBE
swalshg ayesg onespky ‘sweisAs ayelg av| 1Z1 'S0} (swajsAs axeiq ioy) sebnec) pue sedineq Buuiem 1G'E6C
$9S0H oyelg| 901 suonNosuU0Y 9soH pue Buign] axerg  ob'cEe
........... s8sol 9jelg 901 osoy pue Buign) a¥8ig  Gr'cee
suelsAg axeig iy 123 {weyshs oyeiq JiE a1jus 19A0S 0} pesiAl) buisq) seyelg Bubied L E6E
SWolsAS axelg anelpAn 0L SWejsAg el painbey OV £6¢
jueldinb3 paleidossy pue ‘seoireq BAll0aeY ‘sdwe 804 . si0)08)8y pue sdue L1'€6E
oL  SSAWG SRIL  MSOWd

€ INJWHOV1LY

spsepuelg A1ejeg 8jolyeA J0J0} jeleped Bujoudiajoy-s801) suonenBey Aejes selued J0joN Jeiepo




